APPLICATION FORM – SCHEME 1
Proof of Concept Funding (PoC)
For Early Career Researchers at the transition to independence. 
The funding is for £26,000.00 (at 80%) to cover Salary and consumables for up to 6 months, 
PLEASE NOTE the institution or department must commit to allow the project without overheads or indirects 
This funding is for PDRAs, within 8 years of their PhD, at an eligible institution. The applicant must demonstrate a clear pathway to independence in the application 
Applications should be maximum 2 A4 pages with minimum 11pt Arial font, 2 cm margins, and single line spacing 
Any application should ensure responsible research and innovation has been considered and the project follows the   UKRI guidelines on responsible research and innovation (RRI)
Applicant & Project Information
1. Applicant Details
Name, position, department, institution, date of PhD, confirmation of ECR eligibility.
State clearly how you meet the ECR criteria (within 8 years of PhD allowing for career breaks).
2. Project Title
A concise, descriptive title (max 20 words).
3. Project Duration & Proposed Start Date (dd/mm/yy)
4. Intended Grant/Fellowship You Aim to Apply For, and expected submission date
Guidance: Identify the specific scheme(s), this fund is aimed to support the transition to independent academic research and is for fellowships and grants  5 year or longer fellowships e.g., UKRI Future Leaders Fellowships (FLF) Royal society University research fellowship , Royal academy of engineering  Research Fellowships European Research Council Starting Grant Fellowship. 
 Scientific Quality
5. Project Summary (150 words max)
Guidance: Provide a high-level scientific overview, including challenge, hypothesis, and approach.
6. Scientific Background and Rationale (max 200 words)
Guidance:
· Impact and relevance to the Hub themes
· novelty and underpinning evidence.
· Link to preliminary data if any (not required) 
7. Work Plan and Methodology (max 300 words)
Guidance:
· Describe the tasks, methods, techniques.
· Outline feasibility in the 1–6 month timeframe. 
· Identify risks and mitigation strategies.
8. Team Composition and Integration (max 50 words)
Guidance: Describe collaborators, any cross-institution links and their role in the project.
9. Engagement with the Hub (max 100 words)
Guidance: Explain how you will engage with the UK catalysis Hub. 
10. Strategic Importance of Hub Funding (100 words)
Guidance:
· Why Hub funding is the appropriate and essential mechanism.
· Why other sources are not suitable at this stage.
· Explain which theme(s) your project aligns with and how.
Outcomes & Impact
11. Expected Outcomes (max 100 words)
Guidance: Key PoC results enabling your independent grant/fellowship including anticipated deliverables (data, methods, prototypes, models, collaborations).
12. Pathway to Follow-On Funding (max 150 words)
Guidance:
· Detailed plan for applying to the fellowship/grant mentioned earlier.
· Specific milestones and timeline.
13. Budget and Justification (max100 words). The award is for £26,000.00 (at 80%) and covers Salary, travel and consumables (including small equipment under 10k) please detail how you will use this budget for a 1-6 month project. The award does not cover overheads or indirect and the applicant must have approval from their institution and or department that this project can proceed. 
Required Attachments
· Head of Department Letter of Support (confirming time, facilities, institutional support and the supervisor/mentor)  
· 2-page CV 
