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Raman centre of excellence
Strategic equipment – part 1 approved

O-PTIR (unique Raman/IR imaging)
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Existing 
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(Harwell)
§ Renishaw 

Invia 
microscope

§ Avantes 
AvaRaman 
spectrometer 
(fibre optic 
probe) 

Access
§ Free, via 

online portal



Strategic equipment – EoI call 

Call opens 
(1st June 2025)

Call closes 
(26th September 2025)

Successful bid notified 
(30th November 2025)

§ £ 1.2 million (@ 80 % FEC)

Invoicing complete
 (31st March 2027)

Application process Assessment process 
§ ~ 2-page pro-forma
§ Summary of the request (item, cost, purpose)
§ Location of the equipment/embedding
§ Community engagement
§ Management & sustainability
§ Added value
§ Timeline (work plan)

§ Multi-institution panel
§ Quality and breadth of the science it enables
       against phase III objectives (primary (1°));
§ User engagement and sustainability (2° major)
§ Strategic importance (2° major)
§ Applicants’ track record/host institution (2°)
§ Plans to manage the equipment (2°)

https://ukcatalysishub.co.uk/uk-catalysis-hub-strategic-equipment-call



Call Specifics
• The strategic equipment call is intended to support cutting edge theory or 

experimental research during UK Catalysis Hub phase III. 
• The resource can be used to fund either a single piece of equipment or multiple 

pieces which should either enable new research or else improve the performance of 
existing research capability. 
• Equipment costs will be funded at 100 % FEC if located at a national facility or 

campus or if at a UK HEI, at 80 % FEC with the remaining 20 % required from the host 
institution or a 3rd party. Additional contributions (leverage) from other parties are also 
welcome. 
• As with all UK Catalysis Hub equipment it is expected that this new equipment 

operates with zero cost recovery for basic measurements/experiments.
• Consideration should be given to what strategic equipment is already available to the 

community to avoid significant duplication. 



https://form.jotform.com/251052456913050





Q&A

• Contact for enquiries:

• Andrew.beale@ucl.ac.uk
• josie.goodall@chem.ox.ac.uk 


